CANNOCK CRICKET CLUB

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  2014
2014 – A season of  highs for most of our teams. The 1st X1 came runners-up in the Staffs Clubs Cricket Championship Premier Division, and won the League Cup. The 2nd X1 also came runners-up in the Premier Division A. The 3rd X1 were relegated and the 4th X1 finished mid-table. The Sunday B team also came runners-up in the Lichfield & District Cricket League Division 2, and the Sunday Stags won the Mid Staffs T20 League.
The details are as follows:-

	
	W
	WD
	LD
	PTS
	Position

	Staffs Clubs Premier 
1st X1
	10
	3
	1
	296
	2nd  
RUNNERS UP

	Staffs Clubs Premier A 
2nd X1
	12
	1
	1
	302
	2nd 
RUNNERS UP

	Staffs Clubs Div 3:  
3rd X1
	4
	0
	5
	146
	12th 
RELEGATED

	Lichfield League Div 2:

Sunday ‘B’ team
	8
	
	
	96
	2nd  

RUNNERS UP 

	Staffs Clubs Div 5: 
4th X1: 
	4
	1
	2
	125
	7th 

	             Cannock Ladies 
	
	
	
	
	 


With the departure of Richard Hewitt and Andrew Hawkins, Will Fleet was duly elected as Captain of the 1st X1, and appointed Phil Heighway as his Vice-Captain. During the winter, Zak Shingler returned to the club after a few years at Hammerwich. To strengthen the bowling unit, we signed Amjaad Ali Kiyani, an all-rounder, and Qamar Abbas, a left-arm opening bowler from Hawkins C & R. Amjaad departed early on in the season, but Qamar fitted in well with the team and was certainly a good addition. The main body of the team, however, remained as in 2013, another year stronger and with another year of experience under their belts.

Once again it was decided to invite an overseas player, and we welcomed Anthony Sams, 25, from Sydney, a former Australia under 19 wicket keeper who was playing grade cricket. Anthony was asked if he didn’t mind not keeping wicket to enable our home grown keepers to play, and he was fine with fielding at first slip throughout the season, not once putting on the gloves. His batting average back home before making the journey to Cannock were not impressive, and some people (ME !) were concerned that he may not be good enough !!  How wrong I was. 
We started strongly with a run of wins including a 222 run victory over Rugeley, and one over Beacon where they were bowled out for just 49. The win streak continued right up to 16th August. Unfortunately, the weather played a huge part in the chase for promotion. We had five games either abandoned or rain affected, four of them away from home and in the hands of opposition who simply did not want the games to go ahead. 

We knew from the start that Pelsall and Wednesbury were our potential rivals for promotion, and it was Pelsall who eventually took the title and earn themselves a place in the Birmingham & District Premier League, and having played three more games than us due to getting their ground fit to play.
Anthony Sams came out on top of the batting averages, amassing 1360 league runs at an average of 133.33, with nine fifties and four centuries. His top score of 261 not out against Old Wulfs on 26th July was a batting master-class, a Staffs Clubs League record the highest individual score by a Cannock batsman, beating the 256 of Paul Humphries. He hit 38 fours and seven sixes in the 118 ball onslaught, which allowed us to declare on 389 for 3 from just 39.4 overs. The opposition were rolled over for just 24, giving us the win by 365 runs, a new league record winning margin. In all games, he scored 1725 runs at an amazing average of 90.79, including 9 fifties and 6 centuries. Even more than his playing ability was the fact that he was such a nice guy, who fitted in so well….a true ‘match winner’
Will Fleet had a good season, coming runner-up with 547 league runs at an average of 39.07, with a high score of 102 not out within his three fifties and two centuries. Andrew LeFeaver came in third with 369 runs at 20.4, his high score of 80 not out coming against his old team Rugeley. 
With the ball, our opening pair of Ed Fleet and Qamar Abbas often had the opposition in trouble before the first change took place. Ed bowled with fire and brimstone and showed real passion for his club. It was Ed won topped the bowling averages with 36 wickets at an average of 13.56, including three 5-wicket hauls and a best of 6 for 8 against Old Wulfs.
Connor Shingler came in second, with 32 wickets at 13.81 with Qamar Abbas very close behind in third, 31 wickets at 14.68 each……99 wickets between them. 

We also had league T20 cup success, including a semi-final win over Pelsall, and we faced Hammerwich in the final, held at Beacon CC. A good total of 170 for 4 from our 20 overs laid the foundation, and Hammerwich gave up the chase mid-term, giving our youngsters the win by 49 runs. Connor Shingler was man of the match and was presented with the Paul Humphries memorial shield for his 30 runs and 3 
wickets for 17.
I have to say what great pleasure it gives me to see our ‘home grown’ juniors grow in stature and ability. My hope is that we can keep them all together as a unit for years to come…….what a team that will be !

In the Staffordshire Cup, we had an early exit at the hands of Wombourne. 
Matt Davenport once again stayed on as 2nd X1 captain, and the team had a great season, ending up as runners-up in the Staffordshire Club Cricket Championship Premier Division A, with some of the highlights being a tight victory over eventual league winners Wednesbury mid-season, and an easy win over third placed Pelsall in the final game.
It was a three way race for the batting award, won in the end by Adam Evans for scored 494 runs in just 13 games, an average of 61.75 with a high score of 88 against Wolverhampton, and including four fifties. In second place was John Cooke, 440 runs at 33.85 with five fifties, and Dan Wood in third position, 401 runs at 33.42.

On the bowling side, it was Dan Wood’s year, as he bagged 46 league wickets for just 364 runs, an average of just 7.91, winning him the League bowling award as well. His best performance was 7 wickets for just 1 run against Wolverhampton, who, quite simply, couldn’t play him !
Anthony Wood remained as 3rd X1 Captain, and after back-to-back promotions, hopes were high at the start of the season. Unfortunately, those hopes soon faded and it became apparent that the team had entered a league that was too strong for them. We simply didn’t score enough runs to become competitive, and eventually ended up at the foot of the table and were relegated back into division 3 with just four wins in the season. We reached them semi-final of the league cup, losing out to the eventual winners, Wolverhampton.

Ant suffered from losing his better players to the 2nd X1, but he needs to re-build his team for 2015. It was, however, encouraging to see the progress of some of our junior members, James Boden and Joe Tennant being two examples, as they were given places in the team on merit.
Batting, as mentioned previously, was not good. Ian Slym came out at the top of the list, scoring 354 runs at an average of 22.13. Ant Wood was second with 237 runs at 15.8. The return of Paul Greenfield to the Club can only bode well for us. He became available after the deadline, meaning he could only play in the 3rd or 4th X1. In just 4 innings for the 3rd X1, he scored 220 runs, only being out once. If Paul plays in 2015, he will certainly play at a higher level. 
Bowling wise, Matt Bull reserved another trophy for the mantelpiece, 27 wickets at 26.15 each, and Ant Wood came in second with 23 at 25.39. 
David Owen stepped down as 4th X1 Captain, handing the reigns to Mark Boden. The idea of a 17 team league where everybody plays each other once seemed a reasonable one at the start of the year, but it soon became obvious that clubs could not fulfil their commitments, and drop-outs started to happen. Put that together with the poor weather and some conceded games, the team only played 8 times, ending up in 5th position in the league with just one defeat. We are all agreed that the structure of this league must change next year.
Mark himself came out on top of the batting list with 148 runs at an average of 29.6. 13 year-old Jamie Hill made his senior debut this year, and certainly did not look out of place, scoring 139 runs at 23.17. The year’s highest score of 73 went to Jamie Fleet, who scored 122 runs at an average of 61 in his four innings.
With the ball, losing Ian Forrester, who left the area, early in the season was a loss to the side, but the standout performer was Jamie Fleet, who grabbed 20 wickets at a very miserly 4.8 runs each, including a career best of 7 for 14 against Old Wulfs. 16 year-old Tom Hinks, who should be commended for his improvement during the last 12 months, came in second place with 10 wickets at 15.5 each.
On a Sunday, the ‘B’ team were now playing in division 2 of the Lichfield and District Cricket League, and, in one way, hoping they did not get promoted again !. Matt Bull captained the team, and they ended up in runners-up position, with the final game against Four Oaks Saints being cancelled, it meant that they gained the promotion spot which could have been ours if we had beaten them on the day.

‘Sunday Bully’ John Cooke again blitzed the ball to all parts of several grounds, and came out on top of the batting table with 333 runs at 66.6 and a high score of 161 not out against North Warwickshire. Connor Shingler ended up in second position with 202 runs at 67.33. Anthony Sams only played 4 fixtures before being ‘rested’……who knows how many runs he could have added to the 157 he got in his 3 innings !  

Bowling honours again went to the ‘spin wizzard’, Daniel Wood with 12 wickets at just 8.83 each. One of our new signings, Naveen Kumararatne was a welcome addition, and he secured 10 wickets at 10.2 each. ‘Seasoned Pro’ Matt Bull also got 10 wickets at an average of 13.1 including a best of 3 for 4. 
For the fifth year running we entered the Mid Staffs T20 League, now without a sponsor. On arriving at Penkridge CC for one of the early league games, it was worrying to see that the opposition had bought out ‘the big guns’, and their team consisted of the majority of their Saturday 1st X1. Batting first, their ‘confidence’ was obvious, as they battered our bowlers to all parts of the ground and ended up on 195 off their 20 overs. In reply, Andy LeFeaver hit 33, Adam Benton 21, but Anthony Sams took the game to another level, scoring 117 before getting caught in the deep. We won the game in the 17th over !

Once again, we made finals day, held at Chase Park, and faced Richard Hewitt and his Brewood side in the semi-final. Who could have predicted that they would have been bowled out for just 43, and that we would have knocked the total off in just 5.2 overs.
With Tamworth overcoming Stafford in the other semi-final, we restricted them to 90 for 8 off their 20 overs, and gained victory by reaching the target with an over to spare, with ease, thanks to 31 from Adam Benton and 31 not out from skipper Will Fleet, who raised the trophy for the second time since its inception. 

Unfortunately we were not able to field a side in the Women’s Midlands League, as we simply did not recruit enough new players. On the positive side though, we have a dozen female junior members, boosted by 12 weeks of coaching via the Sportivate funding initiative, and we hope they will continue to play the game at our Club. 
Off the field of play, and we must extend a huge ‘thank you’ to Kassie Fleet, who arranged our annual presentation evening, a BBQ with a home baked cakes table, which was attended by 63 members. Disappointingly, a further 11booked a place, but failed to turn up.

The following trophies were awarded:

Clubman of the Year:  David Robinson
Young Cricketer of the Year:  Connor Shingler
1st team batting:   William Fleet
1st team bowling:  Edward Fleet
2nd team batting:   Adam Evans
2nd team bowling:   Daniel Wood
3rd team batting:    Ian Slym
3rd team bowling:  Matt Bull
4th team batting:  Jamie Hill
4th team bowling:  Jamie Fleet
Sunday B batting:  John Cooke
Sunday B bowling:  Daniel Wood
The Peter Pritchard trophy:  Thomas Hinks
Centurion ties:  Anthony Sams
My only disappointment was that, despite me posting out a voting slip for ‘Clubman of the Year’ to EVERY member, only 15 votes were cast. I ask you to PLEASE take time out next year to give this award your consideration and vote !

At the junior presentation evening, the annual Chairman of Youth’s award was presented to James Boden. 

Paul Martin and Phil Heighway came up with the excellent idea of awarding a monthly award to people who are not on any committee, but who helped out in some way or form during the season. The award was called ‘The Golden Bail’ and they were duly awarded to Bob Heighway, Jamie Fleet, Sharon Cope, Stuart Goddard, Phil & Alison Caswell and Luke Rushbrooke.

Anthony Wood remained as Chairman of Youth, and we are indebted to Anthony for making this commitment. This season 79 juniors registered and were coached by our team of volunteers who once again deserve our thanks for their time, which starts late in January and runs through until the end of August. 

With ‘Chance To Shine’ sessions being completely delivered by Staffordshire Cricket, and the focus moving towards secondary schools, attendance at all the of the kwik cricket tournaments was poor. A solution has to be found. We once again hosted the County finals, and received great praise for our facilities.
Our Academy continued in 2014, but with a new head-coach, Lloyd Tennant who, apart from being a parent of one of our talented juniors, is also on the coaching staff at Leicestershire County Cricket Club, and is one of the bowling coaches looking after the current England under 19’s. As we were unable to secure Cannock Chase High School, the sessions took place at Penkridge Leisure Centre. Feedback from attendees was very positive, and we look forward to working with Lloyd a lot more in the future.
A brief summary of our junior teams is as follows:

Under 9’s

I took a back seat from coaching the under 9’s this season, but am very grateful to Ant Wood, John Rushbrooke and Alex Beaman who did a fantastic job.

The team were supposed to play in a set of kwik-cricket ‘round-robin’ tournaments, to be held at Brewood, Hawkins C & R, Fordhouses and at home. Sadly, only our home fixture was played in full. Hawkins C& R failed to turn up at Brewood, we only played one out of three games at Hawkins C & R before the weather sent us all home, and the Fordhouses games were cancelled on the day due to the weather and never re-arranged.
All of this is very disappointing for the kids. Brewood qualified for finals day having won 5 games. We were third having won 3.   
Under 10’s
With other clubs expressing interest in playing games for the under 10 age group, we entered a team back in December 2013, and hoped we would have enough juniors of the right age to field a team. Stuart Goddard agreed to help myself to run the games, and we had great assistance from John Rushbrooke and Ant Wood on match days. The team played 8-a-side ‘pairs’ cricket, and it seemed as if they really enjoyed themselves, playing 8 games and winning 3, giving us 4th place in the league. We also reached the semi-final of the cup, losing out to the eventual league and cup double winners Wolverhampton, who remained unbeaten in all games throughout the season.
The annual awards were given to:

Batting:  Ben Gould

Bowling:  Max Goddard

Fielding:  Luke Rushbrooke

Under 11’s 

We are always grateful when parents take up the responsibility of managing a junior team, and it was Stuart Goddard, John Tooth and Steve Tamplin who joined forces to run the under 11's who competed in the Staffordshire Youth League. They won 6 out of 11 games, and lost only twice, finishing joint third in the league and put together with a good run in the County cup, a good season was had by all.  

Stuart Goddard and Phil Heighway ran the majority of the summer training sessions.
The annual awards were given to:

Batting: Matthew Hill
Bowling: Matthew Hill
Fielding: Harry Tooth
Under 12’s
Gary Hill agreed to run the under 12’s this season, and went about giving everybody of ‘the right age’ a game. Things didn’t start too well, with losses against Church Eaton and Penkridge, but things improved and confidence of certain players grew as we beat them both in the reverse fixtures, and came runners-up in the league standings.
Owain Thompson was one of those players who gained confidence, and it won him the batting award as he ended up with 110 runs from 6 innings, and an average of 55 !
The annual awards were given to:

Batting: Owain Thompson
Bowling: Harry Wilkes
Manager’s award:  Henry Hardwick
Under 13’s
Rufus Horn continued to assist the club by running the under13’s, and they enjoyed their fixtures in the Staffordshire Youth Cricket League. They only played 7 games, ending up just a point behind runners-up position, having won 3 games and losing just 2. At the presentation evening, Rufus commented on how well they had done this season, and how much he had enjoyed being their team manager.
Training was run by John Cooke and Elliot Horton.

The annual awards were given to:

Batting:  Jamie Hill
Bowling:  George Wilkes
Fielding:  Cameron Horn
Manager’s Award:  Evie Adshead
Under 15’s
Kevin Ryan continued to manage the group of lads that he has been with since some of them were just nine years old. The season was once again ruined by teams pulling out of the league, the weather, and the league’s decision that no games could to be rearranged (which must surely be overturned at the next AGM of the Staffordshire Youth League)

They ended up 7th in the league, but with so many games abandoned and conceded, it must, once again, go down as a disappointing season. 
Training was run by Kevin, with the assistance of Anthony Sams and Tom Cope (when available)
The annual awards were given to:

Batting:  James Boden
Bowling: Joe Tennant
Fielding: Jack Belcher
Under 15 (colts)
This year, it was Richard Southall who we are very grateful to, as he made the progression from parent to manager (and scorer !) this season. 
The team once again played in the East Shropshire Cricket League playing 40-over matches on a Sunday afternoon. We ended up fourth in the League, winning 4 games and losing 3. One of the highlights was pushing Wolverhampton very close to a defeat after setting them 171 to win, they just about reached the target with an over spare !
The annual awards were presented to:

Batting:  James Boden
Bowling:  Jacob Newport
Fielding:  Jack Belcher
Due to a lack of available players, we decided not to enter an under 17 team in the WMYCA league. 

Fundraising is a huge part of our income, and it was once again Paul Martin who tasked each team to put on an event and try to raise £250. Some fared better than others. The Eurovision party was again a great night out which raised £292. David Owen celebrated his 40th playing season with a ‘big bash’ which raised £303, Peter Pritchard’s trip to Cheltenham made £800 this year and the Sunday B’s games night put a further £106.50 in the bank. 

It was, however, food sales that really did well for us. Having a new kitchen downstairs, installed by Craig Watts ‘for the use of the in-house clubs’ certainly reaped rewards. Thanks to Pat Robinson and a rota of ‘Mums’, sales of hot dogs on a Monday night raised £850. Sharon Cope, with help from daughter Amelia regularly baked cakes and sold them on the night. Phil and Alison Caswell ran their BBQ throughout the season, and with one running at T20 finals days saw us make a further £811. Being given the chance to run the kitchen during a hockey event in February, however, saw the best return of all, as we made over £1130 profit in three days.
In addition to the above, money was made through a Christmas ‘get together’, via Easyfundraising, Cash 4 Clothes, a Grand National Sweepstake, sales of a club calendar produced by Paul Martin, a fish & chip night, a World Cup sweepstake and 9 year-old Luke Rushbrooke swimming 5000 meters on behalf of the RNLI and us raising £153 in sponsorship !

Efforts continue as we are holding our first family disco on Friday 5th December. With tickets priced at £5 including buffet, we have already sold enough to break even, and any future sales will move us in to profit.

I agreed to run the annual raffle, and we raised a grand total of £671, with thanks to everybody who sold ‘numbers’ and donated one of the record number of prizes.
Thanks must also go to Will Fleet and Phil Heighway, who took over from Aaron Wilkes and organised the Cannock Premier League, raising a grand total of £500. 
It was Phil Caswell’s ‘Chase Dental’ team who beat Aaron Wilkes’s ‘Wilkes Transport’ in the final and lifted the trophy. Another great day was had by all who attended.
For the ninth year running we returned to Devon with our under 19’s with myself and ‘tour leader’ David Robinson in charge. We took a record number of juniors with us, such was the demand. This led to many of the players having to miss out on some games, but they didn’t seem to mind and were happy to be part of the experience.

The weather was good for the second year running, allowing games against Ipplepen, Shaldon, Brixham and Abbotskerkswell CC to take place. Camping at Ipplepen is ideal, and the nearest neighbour, Ipplepen’s Chairman, being away on holiday, made things even better ! Once again we had added ‘travelling support’ who helped out with umpiring and ran the usual ‘evening entertainments’ in the Clubhouse. 
David Robinson became Chairman in October 2013. His incessant search for volunteers was just what was needed. His enthusiasm for the job in hand is fantastic…..he is just the kind of man we need in that position. Thank you, David, for everything you have done for us so far, and long may it continue. 

I would like to thank the members of the various Committees and the Captains of all our teams for their efforts, with special mention once again to David Owen for the work he does regarding our fixtures. David also ran the 100 Club draw, arranged various fundraising events, as well as being the Honorary Secretary of the Vice Presidents, all of which proved to be vital income streams for us.

Jack Parkin stepped in to become 1st team scorer. We are very grateful to him, as not many people would commit such a large amount of their weekend. For his first year, Jack did a fantastic job.
During 2013, whilst still a member of the Birmingham & District Premier Cricket League, Jamie Fleet became ‘President elect’ for 2014. With this in mind, President’s day was held at Chase Park as we hosted the B & D PCL T20 finals. Jamie’s guests enjoyed their food in the member’s bar, whilst on the pitch, Wolverhampton eased passed Smethwick and Knowle & Dorridge overcame Ombursley in the two semi-finals. Sadly, the cricket on the pitch was not as fulfilling as the buffet in the bar, as Knowle & Dorridge lifted the trophy in a dull final. Attendances were reasonable, though, as we took the opportunity to raise funds by charging entrance and running a BBQ. More importantly, Jamie enjoyed his day.
Part of the Monday night junior coaching is the admin, and we must thank Jane Ryan and Abbi Mallen who once again turned up every week to collect the training fees, now a vital part of our income. Ant Wood became Treasurer at the AGM in October 2013, after Peter Pritchard stepped down. Ant has been very helpful to me and sorted out all my bookkeeping issues.
Peter remains as our President. There is no better man for the job. He watches as many games as his Grandchildren let him, and he always contacts either me or David Robinson to see how the teams have got on if unable to attend or if playing for the 4th X1.
After Craig Watt’s intervention at the end of March 2013, he continues to assist the main club financially as we try to make every department sustainable. 
After 2013; our ‘annus horribilis’, our hope was that things could only improve, and we moved into the new season on a positive note. With the groundsman’s role made redundant, the job of preparing our wickets and maintaining our grassed areas was put into our hands, and we no longer paid a pitch hire fee to the main club. Many, many people helped out throughout the season…….I dare not start to mention them here in case I miss somebody off the list and to you all, on behalf of our Club, I say a huge………………………… THANK YOU !
There are, however, a couple of people who I have to mention, without who we would not have got through the year, despite all the volunteering efforts. Jamie Fleet must have dedicated at least 25 hours per week to prepare the wickets and outfields. Daisy the Dog certainly had a lot of ‘walkies’ at the club in 2014 ! 
The other special mention goes to Keith Cooke. It was agreed before the start of the year that Keith would receive payment by us for 15 hours per week’s work on the ground. In the end, Keith was doing almost double that number, the balance voluntarily. Keith……thank you so much !! 
Last year, at the end of this report, I wrote the following:
“All of these developments will mean massive changes are needed next season. No longer will we be able to turn up and play. There won’t be a pitch ready, a boundary out or a tea to eat ! Next year the focus will be on one word….VOLUNTEERING. 

……. I sincerely hope the volunteering will continue next year, and for many years to come. Craig’s latest investment has been to reinstate a kitchen downstairs. This will be available for us to use. We will be able to sell food from it, to make our own profit. The harder we work, the more we should earn”
I’m proud to read those few words and think that we did in 2014 exactly what I hoped for.
GRAHAM MACHIN     
HONORARY SECRETARY

