CANNOCK CRICKET CLUB

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  2010

2010 – Another steady season, with the Sunday ‘Stags’ team winning the Mid Staffs T20 league, and the 3rd X1 reaching the SCCC knockout final.

The details are as follows:-

	
	W
	WD
	LD
	PTS
	Position

	B & D PCL Division. 2: 1st X1
	11
	1
	2
	294
	4th 

	B & D PCL Division 2: 2nd X1
	7
	1
	4
	221
	8th 

	Staffs Clubs Div 3A:  3rd X1
	10
	3
	1
	297
	4th 

	Lichfield League Div.5:

Sunday ‘B’ team
	5
	
	
	76
	4th 



	Staffs Clubs Div 4: 4th X1: 
	4
	1
	3
	160
	11th 

	WML Div.3 West: Cannock Ladies: 
	2
	
	
	
	4th 

	
	
	
	
	
	


Once again, Liam Hickey stayed on as Captain of the 1st X1.Having decided against the financial gamble of an overseas player, the services of David Womble and Mike Talbot were retained, and Richard Hewitt returned to us, having played at Penn CC in 2009. Dave Kettle played the majority of the season, when not required for International hockey goalkeeping duty.  Abdul Salom joined us from Wednesbury, and was a great addition to the squad. Mike Townsend also joined us. Having stayed for just one season, Eral Anderson and James Mason moved on, leaving the remainder of the team as the ‘homegrown’ players who have come through their age-groups and now command regular first team places, Matt Robinson, Phil Heighway, Will Fleet, Josh Bowker and, on occasions, Ed Martin. We are lucky to have such a strong ‘backbone’.

Evesham and Berkswell were promoted, and we ended up in 4th position. One of the highlights was chasing down Berkswell’s target of 255 at theirs, thanks to Mike Talbot’s 109. Mike came good with the ball against St.Georges, with 5 wickets for just 4 runs. Matt Robinson gained a ‘fivefer’ with 5 for 31 against Tamworth, as did David Womble, 5 for 37 v Aston Manor. We ended the season on a high, with three victories from our last three games.  

17 year-old Josh Bowker continues to gain accuracy and pace, and is a handful for any batsman in the League. His County training with Alan Hill is certainly paying off. 

Mike Talbot topped the batting scoring 768 runs at an average of 42.67, followed by David Womble (488 at 34.86) and Abdul Salom (426 at 22.42). There were no fewer that five centuries scored by the 1st X1 this season.

With the ball, Mike Talbot also came out on top with 41 wickets at an average of 17.49, followed by David Womble, 39 at 17.74 and Josh Bowker, 33 at 21.09. 

Nick Bell handed over the reigns of the 2nd X1 to Matt Weaver, and things started off brightly with a run of victories that left us towards the top of the table. However, from the first game in July, the tide changed, and we began to cascade down the league, ending up in 8th position, certainly an improvement on last season’s relegation issues.  It was also nice to see the return to cricket of Steve Allison, Scott Sieradzki and Jon Rowley.

With the bat, 16 year-old John Cooke topped the list with 354 runs at 18.63, followed by Scott Sieradzki, 298 at 27.09 and Ben Traat, 264 at 17.6.

With the ball, 16 year-old Ed Fleet bagged 23 wickets for 404 runs at an average of 17.57, including 7 for 42 against Bridgnorth. Nick Bell had another good year, even though he didn’t play as many games as usual, but still ended up with 21 wickets for 332 runs at 15.81 each, and Ed Martin 19 for 461 runs at 24.26 in third place. 

Anthony Wood stayed as 3rd X1 Captain, and the team was in contention for promotion up until the last couple of weeks of the season, a testimony to how much our juniors are growing in ability and confidence, and we ended up a very respectable 4th. Paul Martin captained the mid-week team in the knock out, and did very well to reach the final, against Wightwick & Finchfield, played at Hammerwich. Unfortunately, some of our regular players were unable to play, having played too many 2nd team matches, but the opposition were too strong for us on the day, and were went home as runners-up.

The batting honors went to Adam Benton, who scored 347 runs at 31.55. Mike Stevenson only played 4 games, but scored 2 centuries in his 308 runs, and an amazing average of 154. Paul Martin came 3rd with 267 at 29.67.

Anthony always has a problem in giving the bowling award to himself, and unselfishly looks for any way around doing so. This year was not a problem, as son Daniel came out on top with 26 wickets for 522 runs, at an average of 20.08. Anthony was second, though, 25 wickets for 455 runs at 18.2 each, including 6 for 9 against Old Wulfs. 
David Owen and Peter Pritchard once again captained the 4th X1 between them.  Peter was, once again, leading run scorer with 215 runs at an average of 21.5. Dougie Bell deserves a special mention for being not out in 7 of his 10 innings, many of them holding out for a losing draw, and frustrating the opposition. 

Aaron Wilkes scored his debut century against Penn, and a ‘one-off’ appearance by Mike Stevenson saw him score 114* against Rugeley.  

Matt Bull was leading wicket taker again, with 29 at 18.24, followed by David Owen, 22 at 22.91, and special mentions to Kieron Squire, 19 at 17.53, including his first ‘fifer’. 

Due to lack of available players, it was decided to withdraw our ‘A’ team from the Lichfield & District cricket league. The ‘B’ team, captained by Paul Martin, finished a very credible 4th, with 5 wins. Consistent performances with the bat from Ben Traat, 400 runs at an average of 36.36, including 111 not out v Aston Manor, plus Eddie Martin, 362 runs at 45.25 and Matt Davenport, 356 at 59.33, including 4 half centuries, certainly helped our cause.

With the ball, once again it was Matt Bull who led the wicket takers list, 25 at an average of 21.84, followed by Paul Martin (16 at 26.5) and John Martin (15 at 18.73)  

On the fielding front, Mr Martin (senior) was regularly the talk of the Clubhouse having achieved some spectacular catches. The phrase ‘rose like a salmon’ springs to mind !

It had been decided to enter a team in the inaugural Andrew Knighton Mid Staffs Twenty / 20 League, and the STAAAAAGS were born ! It seemed difficult to get 11 on the pitch in the early stages, but wins against Cannock & Rugeley, Stafford and Aldridge in the league stage, saw us playing Brewood in the semi-final. A nail-biting last ball win meant we played Milford Hall in the final, where, in front of 40 traveling supporters, we looked to be heading for victory until a certain Matthew Cottrell came to the crease. Cotts dispatched balls to the boundary, and, even though the number 11 batsman joined him, still looked like he would win the game for Milford. A boundary off the last ball meant the scores were tied, but we won the trophy, having lost one less wicket.

The ladies team played in the Midlands League (West) division 3. Once again, it was difficult getting 11 players onto the pitch, but thanks to the efforts of Hettie Pigott, they had two wins against Forton and Aston, both memorable in their own way. The Forton game had us cruising to victory until a run of wickets made us realize that the 11 runs needed for victory would have to be got by either Charlie Robinson…..playing just her second cricket game, or any one of our last three players…..none of which had played before ! The Aston game has memorable for a fantastic 200 partnership from Emma Smith and Beth Cottrell, both reaching their maiden centuries. 

Being our 150th anniversary year, it was hoped that there would be several celebratory dinners throughout the season. These never materialized, and it was with thanks to John Martin that 50 of us sat down with Dennis Amiss in July for a very entertaining and pleasant event.

Thanks to Kassie Fleet, our annual presentation dinner did go ahead in September, and was attended by 116 current and former players. The whole night was superb, with memorabilia, balloons, a 150th cake, great food, and, with Richard and Claire Logan present, we raised £900 for their chosen charity, St. Giles Hospice.

The following trophies were awarded:

Clubman of the Year:  Graham Machin

The Peter Pritchard trophy:  Graham Machin

Young Cricketer of the Year:  John Cooke

1st team batting:   Mike Talbot

1st team bowling:  Joshua Bowker

2nd team batting:   Scott Sieradzki

2nd team bowling:   Edward Fleet

3rd team batting:    Adam Benton

3rd team bowling:  Daniel Wood

4th team batting:  Peter Pritchard

4th team bowling:  Matt Bull

Sunday B batting:  Ben Traat

Sunday B bowling:  Matt Bull

Ladies batting: Emma Smith

Ladies bowling: Hettie Pigott

Centurion ties:  Ben Traat, Aaron Wilkes, Abdul Salom, David Womble, Paul Martin, Mike Stevenson, Emma Smith, Beth Cottrell, and, at the junior presentation evening, Connor Shingler.  

John Martin was once again elected as Chairman of Youth, and we should be indebted to John for the many hours of work he gives to the Club. This season 100 juniors registered and were coached by our team of volunteers who also need our thanks for their time. 

We delivered our third year of the Chance To Shine scheme. Our coaches duly delivered 279 hours of curriculum and extra curriculum coaching in six local cluster schools. Our record on cancelled sessions was upheld, with only two this year, and I am grateful to Paul Martin and Will Fleet who delivered the coaching on our behalf. As part of the delivery, we once again hosted several kwik-cricket tournaments for girls, year 3/4 and year 5/6. 

The Finning Academy continued in 2010, once again with Graham Warner as lead coach. We are grateful to him, and to David Robinson, Ant Wood and Keith Cooke for setting up the sessions. 

A brief summery of our junior teams is as follows:

Under 9’s

Thanks must be given to Gary Hill who did a superb job as the team played in a set of kwik-cricket ‘round-robin’ tournaments, held at Church Eaton, Brewood, Hawkins and at home. Gary gave everybody who was available at least one game, and it was unfortunate that some of the opposition did not enter into the ‘spirit of cricket’ as we did.

Under 11’s 

Under Kevin Ryan’s leadership, the under 11's competed in the Staffordshire Youth League, and ended up in 4th position, winning 6 and losing 3. During the season a total of 17 players were used. Once again we entered the Worfield Six-A-Side against 8 teams from Staffordshire & Shropshire. After qualifying from the group stage, the rain set in causing all matches to be abandoned. We were unable to make the rearranged date. 

Our congratulations are given to Ravan Chahal and Jack Ryan, who played in the District under 11’s trial matches, but both missed out on a place within the County team. James Boden also played for the District under 10’s.

The annual awards were given to:

Batting: Ravan Chahal

Bowling: Alfie Mallen

Fielding: Archie Cassidy

Kevin must be thanked for his hard work this season, and once again obtaining continued sponsorship from Craig Watts Homes, and for his efforts on the fundraising committee.

Under 12’s

It was this age group that I identified back in December as possibly being left without a manager. I approached Mark Boden, and was very happy that Mark agreed to help out. Assisted by Mo Chahal, Mark found it difficult to get a team out on many occasions, but was determined to give all the year 7 juniors first chance. They won 6 and lost 6 in the Staffordshire Youth League, and ended up in 5th position. 

The annual awards were given to:

Batting: Alex Beaman: 148 at an average of 37

Bowling: Ravan Chahal: 12 wickets at an average of 10.67

Fielding:  Oliver Edwards

Under 13’s

Having been ‘volunteered’ to run the under 12’s last year, Mark Bunn and Andrew Havard continued, until work commitments meant that Mark had to step down. The team has some very talented players, but too often failed to put a decent total on the board in order to defend it successfully. They ended up 10th in the Staffordshire Youth League, winning four games. Our thanks are extended to Andrew for all his help this season.

The annual awards were given to:

Batting:  Alex Rowe 117 runs @ 16.71

Bowling:  Ravan Chahal 7 wickets @12.71

Fielding:  Jacob Havard

Under 15’s

The team continues to grow and bond after years of being together, and we are again grateful to Ant Wood and Andrew Shingler for their commitment. They finished 3rd in the Staffordshire Youth League, losing just once. They also made the league cup final, where they once again faced Wolverhampton. They lost, but the gap between the two teams is certainly closing.

The annual awards were given to:

Batting:  Connor Shingler:  370 runs @ 74

Bowling:  Connor Shingler:  16 wickets @ 6.81

Fielding: James Caswell

Managers award:  Jacob Havard

Our congratulations are extended to Daniel Bowker, who made the County squad this season, and to James Caswell who was also asked to play on a couple of occasions. 

Many of the squad represented the club in the under 14 development group fixtures arranged during the summer holidays. Connor Shingler, Daniel Wood, Jack Twigger and James Caswell have been asked to play against the County side. 

Under 15 (colts) : LEAGUE CHAMPIONS !

Once again it was shown just how strong we are at this level, as Ant Wood and Andrew Shingler’s team won the Shropshire League title. Cannock has now won the league for the last six years. Joining this league has been excellent for the development of our juniors, giving them a chance to build an innings in a 40-over game. John Cooke was superb all season; the highlights being his 200 not out against Madeley, and 133 against Worfield. Connor Shingler also scored his maiden century, with 110 against Shifnal.

The annual awards were presented to:

Batting:  John Cooke 590 runs @ 98.33

Bowling:  Jack Twigger: 17 wickets @ 9.88

Fielding:  James Caswell

Under 16’s

Unfortunately, due to poor organisation by the MCCC, the fixtures in the Lords Taverners competition didn’t take place. 

We must congratulate Josh Bowker who once again represented the Club at under 17 County level, and who has also been attending the EPP sessions with a view to him continuing up the ladder. 

Under 17’s (Girls)

The decision was made to join the Kidsgrove u17 hardball league. Before the season started, Lichfield and Stone had withdrawn, but fixtures against Aston and Alleynes were fulfilled. It was great to be able to give younger players the chance, and be able to put 11 players on the pitch ! We were also helped by the addition to the team of Alex Liddiard from Lichfield CC, and Amber Lawrence from Penkridge CC, who, in turn, were just happy to play cricket. We won three games, and lost one, giving us a place at the finals day, held at Blythe CC. Unfortunately, we were drawn against a very strong Meir Heath side, and lost, but the girls should be proud of their season. We are grateful to David Fleet for his commitment to the girls training throughout the winter and summer months.

The Managers awards were presented to Laurie Horn and Hannah Talbot

Fundraising is a vital part of our club. Dave Cassidy sadly resigned from the Committee due to other work commitments, and we are very grateful for all the work he, and Julie, have done for us over the past few years. 

Several events were planned that did not, for whatever reason; take place, leaving us about £3500 short on our budgeted figures. John Martin’s annual raffle raised a staggering £1108, and we are once again grateful to him. John also took charge of producing the annual fixture book when it looked like nobody else was prepared to. The end result was superb, and John sold £232 worth, as well as £450 worth of advertising within it. 

Other notable mentions must go to Mike Talbot & Matt Davenport for their 70’s & 80’s disco, Julian Cope for organising the troops to ‘bag pack’ at Sainsbury’s, Peter Pritchard for raising so much from his Cheltenham trip, and making a large donation to club funds, and to Clare Callow for helping to collect in the money from the junior ‘Double Your Pound’ fundraiser.

Once again, the Cannock Premier League took place, excellently organised by Paul Martin, and all who took part or watched had a great day. I’m pleased to report that the winners were Machin’s Mosquitoes, captained by the slim line Matt Davenport. The whole day raised a massive £580.  

Half way through the season, we asked one of our teams playing at home to sell a football card. Something as simple as that raised £200 before the end of the season, which should increase to £350 next year……WE NEED MORE SIMPLE IDEAS TO RAISE MORE FUNDS !

For the fifth year running, Dave Robinson arranged a tour of Devon for our under 18’s, and for the first time in four years, the weather didn’t cause any games to be cancelled. Sadly, the opposition are now very aware how strong we are now, and ‘adjust’ their sides accordingly, and we lost all four games. Once again we were allowed to camp at Ipplepen CC, and we are eternally grateful for their generosity, trust and camaraderie that we experience while we are there. They have expressed an interest in bringing an under 13 touring team to us in 2011, and we must actively try to ensure it takes place. 

I would like to thank the members of the various Committees and the Captains of all our teams for their efforts, with special thanks to Peter Pritchard, Jamie Fleet, John Martin and Dave Robinson for their all-round commitment. I also thank David Owen for the work he does regarding our fixtures, and our regular scorers, Keith Cooke and Thomas Gooderidge.

Peter Warrender remains as groundsman, assisted by Keith Cooke and, for the early part of the season, Paul Martin and I thank them all for their hard work.

Paul Outhwaite needs to be thanked as he once again collected donations from our Vice Presidents and running the 100 Club throughout the year, both of which are vital fund-raisers for us. 

Without a doubt, one of our main strengths as a club is our junior section, which has seen registrations grow over the last few years. John Martin has been Chairman of Youth for this period of growth, and is stepping down at our AGM. John will be a very hard act to follow. We should be very grateful for the exceptional amount of work that he has done for Cannock Cricket Club, and I sincerely hope that he will take up another important position within the club, that of Chairman of Fundraising.

Part of the Monday night junior coaching is the admin, and we must thank Jane Ryan and Abbi Mallen who turn up every week to collect the training fees, which leapt to record proportions this season. 

Looking back at 2010, our 150th anniversary year, I have to say that it was disappointing that so many events were talked about that didn’t take place. At the start of the year, we had plans for merchandising, a match against a Darren Gough X1, a cricket week featuring senior and junior teams against various opponents, the Cross Arrows fixture at Lords etc. etc. In the end, very little took place…..another sign of apathy by our members…….we have a handful of members who are prepared to work for our club…..and if one of those can’t do it…..NOBODY ELSE WILL. This HAS to change.

On a more positive note, we were asked by the Birmingham & District Premier Cricket League to host their T20 finals day in August. It saw the winners, Berkswell CC outplay Walmley CC, Himley CC and Shrewsbury CC and, although we did not make as much money as was hoped, and the day was run by the ‘same few’, it was a huge success in the eyes of the League, and everybody who attended.

In the first week of October 2009, I received a phonecall from John Huband, Facilities Manager at the ECB, telling me that after 2 years of constant barracking to all who would listen, there was a chance that we get 75% of the funding required to build a new four-bay practice net facility. This money would be granted if we achieved certain deadlines and criteria. The first criteria was obtaining planning permission before the end of the year, and that stated many conversations and emails with the contractors, ClubTurf, myself and South Staffs District Council. Unfortunately, after several weeks, I was informed that the nets required planning permission, and this could take 3-4 months. This was due to the fact that we were going to have them surrounded by a 2.4m fence. I subsequently decided to do away with the fence, and we were back on track. 

Obtaining 75% of the total required seemed relatively easy compared with the trials & tribulations I had to obtain the other 25%, approximately £11,000. Being unable to apply for ‘secondary funding’ until you have a primary funder in place meant that I had to quickly apply to The Coalfields Regeneration Trust and their Bridging the Gap fund. Again, many conversations later, I was told we met all the criteria, including where our members live, and the 30-page form was completed. In January, with the project having to be completed in April, or the funding may be lost, the CRT told me that our application had been withdrawn due to the structure of our club and its Trustees. 

As a last hope, I contacted the Staffordshire Environmental Fund, and, after a couple of site visits, and another 30-page application, I was told that we were successful, and the project went ahead. The result of all that work can be seen today, and the benefits of it have already been seen this summer. I ask that all members respect it, and look after it.

At this point of my annual summary, every year for the past 10 years, I have a ‘rant’ about the number of hours I work for the Club, the lack of volunteers, other people needing to ‘step up’, members needing to organise fundraising events etc etc. This year I have decided there is no point as NOTHING EVER CHANGES.

 This year……MAKE A COMMITMENT to YOUR club and help out in whatever way you can…….if you don’t……you may not have a Club.

GRAHAM MACHIN     HONORARY SECRETARY

